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Welcome to the Ward of Cripplegate The City of London is administered by the local authority, the City of
London Corporation and is divided up into 25 Wards or electoral districts. The Wards date back to Norman
times and they used to be responsible for such things as keeping the peace, supervision of trade, sanitation and
local upkeep. The Ward Beadles used to have full time duties but now beadles are the ceremonial attendants of
the Aldermen. Each Ward has an Alderman and a number of Common Councilmen and the City Corporation
consists of the Lord Mayor, two Sheriffs, twenty-five Aldermen and one hundred Common Councilmen. All
Wards have an Alderman and Common Councilmen (they are called Aldermen and Councilmen even if they
happen to be female!). Cripplegate takes its name from one of the old gates that were part of the defensive wall
and fort that was first built by the Romans. The name may come from cripples that used to beg for alms there as
it was located near the church of St Giles who was patron saint of invalids or possibly from the Anglo-Saxon
‘crepel” meaning a covered way or passage.

The Lord Mayor of London

Citizens have had the right to elect their own Mayor since
the Charter of King John in [215. The Lord Mayor is
elected each year on 29" October (Michaelmas Day), takes
office at the Silent Ceremony in Guildhall on the second
Friday of November and is shown to the Citizens of
London during the Lord Mayor’s Show when he rides in
his state coach to swear allegiance to the Sovereign at the
Royal Courts of Justice the following day. Cripplegate has
provided the Lord Mayor on more than 30 occasions over
the centuries.




